10/13/05 12:44 FA* 401 $32 1231 PATENTS @J002 

Application Serial No: 10/679,682 Attorney Docket No. 84843 

In reply to Office Action of 13 July 2005 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CIAIMS 

This. listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 

16. (original) : A method of etching titanium comprising: 

immersing the titanium in a first bath comprising 

hydrochloric acid, phosphoric acid and hydrofluoric 
acid; and 

immersing the titanium in a second bath comprising titanium 
dioxide and deionized water. 

17. (original) : A method in accordance with claim 16 wherein 
the second bath comprises titanium dioxide in an amount ranging 
from about 0.5 pbw to about 6.0 pbw, and deionized water in an 
amount ranging from about 2 pbw to about 10 pbw. 

18. (original): A method in accordance with claim 17 wherein, 
the first bath comprises 38% hydrochloric acid in an amount 
ranging from about 350 ml to about 450 ml , 85% phosphoric acid 
in an amount ranging from about 35 ml to about 45 ml and 52% 
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hydrofluoric acid in an amount ranging from about 10 ml to about 
30 ml. 

19. (original): A method in accordance with claim 18 further 
comprising rinsing the titanium in deionized water after 
immersing the titanium in the second bath. 

20. (original) : A method in accordance with claim 19 wherein 
the second bath is maintained at a temperature ranging from 
about 120° F to about 180° F. 

21. (original): A method in accordance with claim 19 wherein 
the titanium is dried in an oven having a temperature ranging 
from about at 2Q0° F to about 250° F. 
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